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(a) Average length of record, years.
T Trace, an amount too small to measure.
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THE CLIMATE OF

Boyd is located near the Trinity River, in southeast Wise County,
about 27 miles north-northwest of Fort YWorth., The surrounding area
is rolling prairie cut by the Trinity. Soils are mostly clay,
black loam, sandy, and alluvial types.

The climate of Boyd is subtropical with dry winters and hot humid
summers., The annual range in temperature is extreme, characteristic
of a continental environment, Tropical Maritime air masses largely
control the climate from late spring through. early fall, while
Polar air masses determine the winter climate. The average total
annual rainfall, based on the 2l-year period, 1947-1967, is 29.13
inches., This period of record is too short to establish a reliable
estimate of the true mean, On the basis of data from surrounding
stations with longer periods of record, the 1931-1960 ‘*normal"
annual precipitation for Boyd is estimated at 32 inches. Monthly
and annual total precipitation amounts are quite variable, The
wettest year on record has been 1957, when a total of 48.68 inches
fell. The driest year occurred three years earlier, in 1954, when
only 18,47 inches were recorded. The prevailing winds are southerly
throughout the year, even in winter. The area recelves approxi-
mately 67 percent of the total possible sunshine armually. There
is little seasonal variation in the relative humidity, but diur-
nally, the variation is significant. The mean annual relative
humidity is 79 percent at 6:00 a.m., 53 percent at noon, and 49
percent at 6:00 p.m., Central Standard Time.

Winter: Surges of cold Polar Canadlan alr masses bring sudden
drops in temperature, but on the whole, winters are relatively mild.
“Northers" occur three to four times a month. Freezing temperatures

+ Also on earlier dates, months, or years.
* Less than one half.

# Period of record 1957-1967.

BOYD (WISE COUNTY) TEXAS

occur on about 9 out of 10 nights, with themajority of such periods
limited to a few hours just before sunrise. Even in January and
February cold spellsarebrief, and fair mild weather occurs often.
Snowfall averages 2.4 inches annually, but this mean value does not
furnish a reliable estimate of expected seasonal snowfall, asit is
unduly biased by rare, exceptionally heavy snows that may occur
once in 10 to 15 years. Winter is relatively dry, with the least
precipitation of all seasons. Cloudiness is most prevalent in
winter, but the area continues to receive about 55 percent of the
total possible sunshine during these months.

Summer days are hot, particularly those of July and August. Thun-
dershowers and an occasional cool front bring a variety of weather
during June, but both July and August are hot, drymonths that offer
little change in tge day-to-day weather sequence. Daily tempera-
ture maxima of 100 F or above are not uncommon; however, the relative
humidity is usually low during the hottest spells, and evaporative
type air-conditioners operate effectively about 80 percent of the
time,

Spring and fall, which have moderate temperatures, are the most
pleasant seasons, The weather is more restless in early spring
with warm and cool spells of short duration, and March and April
are the windiest months of the year. Thunderstorms occur with
greatest frequency in April and May, occurring on an average of
seven days each month. In the fall, wind speeds are most often
light, and periods of sunny, dry weather are frequent,
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